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THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS—

READ AND UNDERSTAND BEFORE SIGNING


I am a student at Ursinus College (“Ursinus” or “College”) and have chosen voluntarily to participate in  the international program sponsored by _____________________________ (institution or organization such as Butler IFSA, CAPA or Ursinus College for faculty-led programs) in ________________________ (country) for the period from ________________ (departure date) to ________________ (return date) (the “Program”).  I understand that participation in the Program is not a requirement for graduation from Ursinus.  This agreement confirms my understanding of the following:   

1. Risks of International Travel.  I understand that participation in the Program involves risks not found in study within the United States.  These include, but are not limited to, risks involved traveling to, from and within international locations; foreign political, legal, medical, social, and economic conditions; different standards of design, safety, and maintenance of buildings, public places, and conveyances; and local weather conditions.  The country or countries to which I will travel may have health and safety standards that differ from those enjoyed in the United States, and I recognize that I may be subjected to potential risks, illnesses, injuries, and even death.  I also acknowledge that in working, living, and traveling in cities abroad, I may experience problems with urban living, such as increased crime, pollution, high population density, lower standards of living, and health standards that are different from those to which I am accustomed to in the United States.   I have made my own investigation of these risks, understand these risks, and assume them knowingly and willingly.

I understand that Ursinus cannot eliminate all risks or guarantee my safety while I am abroad.  I have read and understand all information on the U.S. State Department website (http:/travel.state.gov) about the country or countries to which I am traveling, including, without limitation, the U.S. Department of State Consular Information Sheet and the State Department Warning (if applicable).  I have also reviewed the U.S. Centers for Disease Control health advisory information relating to travel abroad at http://www.cdc.gov/travel, and any additional information available from the World Health Organization website (http.who.int).  With knowledge of this information, I have made the independent judgment to participate in the Program. 

I further understand that living conditions (including but not limited to housing, access to computer facilities, television, and variety and type of meals provided) at overseas institutions or programs may differ significantly from the types of services and conditions provided on the Ursinus campus. I recognize my responsibility to contact on-site overseas program officials immediately if I experience problems or conditions that are significantly below the standard for the country and institution I am attending. 

I recognize that my day-to-day choices and behaviors can have a major impact on my health and safety during my participation in the Program and agree to take every precaution to safeguard my health and to protect my personal belongings from damage or theft.  

I agree to  give close attention to safety information provided both orally and in writing as part of the Program orientation. I acknowledge that I will need to adjust my behavior, dress and activities in order to maximize my own personal safety and that of the program group while we are abroad. I recognize my responsibility to abide by the laws and customs of my host country and any other country I may visit.  I acknowledge that Ursinus recommends that I never travel alone, particularly at night.  Being alone, especially at night, may present additional danger to my safety and well being.

2. Standards of Conduct And Cause For Dismissal.    

I am aware of the obligation for my behavior while participating in the Program to be compatible with local laws and regulations; with Ursinus’s policies for student conduct set forth in the Student Handbook, in this Agreement, and in any Program-specific materials.  I specifically acknowledge that I have reviewed and understand Ursinus’s alcohol and drug abuse “zero tolerance” policy. I am aware that certain behavior is considered unacceptable in my Program and in my host country and that inappropriate behavior could lead to my dismissal by the host institution or by the College.  I will participate fully in the Program components, and will refrain from conduct that is improper, offensive, or otherwise inappropriate for the Program and/or for study in a cross-cultural environment generally, or that is potentially detrimental to my own or others’ health or safety. The program director or designee of the overseas Program I elect to attend has the authority to establish rules necessary for the operation of the Program. Should the director decide that a student must be removed from the Program because of violation of any provision of the Agreement, that decision shall be final. Students who are dismissed from the Program shall  be responsible for any and all related costs. 

3. Legal Costs and Expenses: I acknowledge and understand that should I encounter any legal issues with any foreign nationals or government jurisdictions of any country, I will be personally responsible for any and all related costs and fees. Ursinus College does not guarantee what, if any, assistance it can provide under such circumstances. 

4. Health Insurance; Medical Care; Other Emergencies: I understand it is my responsibility to take all required prophylactic treatments whether they be needed before leaving the U.S. mainland, during my education abroad and/or after my return to the U.S. mainland and to have insurance in force that will cover expenses incurred abroad for medical treatment including but not limited to hospitalization, evacuation and repatriation, and to have a valid insurance identity card.  I have reviewed my coverage and have determined that this insurance is adequate to cover all expenses.  I will be solely responsible for payment of all costs of medical care I may receive during the Program.  

I authorize Ursinus to obtain appropriate health care for me in the event that I need it but I am unable to obtain it for myself.  I further agree to hold harmless and indemnify Ursinus for any and all actions taken by Ursinus to provide necessary emergency medical care to me during the Program.  I also understand and agree that if I experience serious health problems, suffer an injury, or I am otherwise in a situation that raises significant health and safety concerns, then Ursinus may contact my parents or any other person whose name I have provided as my emergency contact. 

5. Trip Arrangements:  I understand that Ursinus does not represent or act as an agent for, and cannot control the acts or omissions of any transportation carrier, hotel, tour organizer, or other provider of food, goods, or services involved in the Program.  I understand that Ursinus is not responsible for matters that are beyond its control.  

6. Refund Schedule:  Should I decide to withdraw from the Program before it begins, I will be subject to the Program’s rules with respect to refunds of any Program fees or deposits.  I understand that in no event will the Program reimburse me if I have purchased travel tickets or made other travel arrangements that are either non-refundable or subject to cancellation fees.  I understand that, in addition to being withdrawn from the Program under circumstances set forth elsewhere in this Agreement, I also may be withdrawn if I leave the Program at any time without prior authorization from the program director.  I acknowledge that in the event of my withdrawal or dismissal from the Program for any reason once it has begun, I will receive no refund from the Program, and I will bear any additional travel or other expenses incurred as a result. 

7. Disabilities and other conditions: I understand that I am under no legal obligation to reveal or otherwise make known any medical condition or disability, be it mental or physical, from which I suffer. I also understand that if I choose not to reveal such information, I may not receive the treatment, attention or accommodation I require during my participation in the program of my choice. I assume any and all responsibility for my treatment and wellbeing related to such conditions.  

8. Accommodations for special needs: I understand that the availability of medical, psychological and other services and specialists abroad varies widely, and I assume full responsibility for arranging in advance whatever services I may need. I understand that I can better ensure that my needs will be met if I make them known well in advance of my arrival overseas.  I understand that I can share information about my needs with the Ursinus College disability officer named below and she can assist me in developing a plan to manage my needs abroad and/or determine whether or not my needs can be met in my overseas program. 
Yuriko Beaman, M.S.

Assistant Director, Center for Academic Support

Disability Services
Myrin Library
ybeaman@ursinus.edu 

Phone: 484-762-4329

I understand furthermore that the disability officer will maintain my personal information in a manner that assures confidentiality and will share it with other individuals strictly on a need to know basis.
9. Personal possessions: I acknowledge my responsibility to secure insurance coverage for theft, loss or damage to personal possessions during my stay abroad. 

10. College-issued laptop computer: I understand that if I choose to take my College-issued laptop computer abroad, I do so at my own risk. I further acknowledge that the technical support the College will provide long distance is limited to trouble-shooting, and that any service or replacement of parts will not be done until after I return to campus.  Student shall be responsible for any and all network expenses abroad.  

11. GENERAL RELEASE:  Knowing the risks described above, I agree, on behalf of my family, heirs and personal representatives, to assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation in the Program.  To the maximum extent permitted by law, I release, hold harmless and agree to indemnify Ursinus, and its officers, governing board members, faculty, staff, representatives, employees and agents, from and against any present or future claims, losses, liabilities, costs and expenses for injury to person or property (including, but not limited to death), attorney’s fees or costs, or for any other damage, which I may suffer, or for which I may be liable to any other person, related to my participation in the Program (including periods in transit to or from my destination), resulting from any cause, including but not limited to negligence on my part or on the part of any of the released parties. 

I certify that I am age 18 or older.  I have carefully read and freely signed this Assumption of Risk and General Release Form.  I understand and agree that no oral or written representations can or will alter the contents of this document.  I agree that this Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (excluding its conflict of laws principles), which shall be the forum for any lawsuits filed under or incident to this Agreement or the Program.

Signed:_________________________________________

Date:____________________

Student Name (print):___________________________________________________

Ursinus College

Statement of Responsibility and Assumption of Risk Regarding International Programs

Parent Waiver and General Release


The undersigned, being a parent and guardian or legal guardian of __________________

__________________________, a student at Ursinus College (“Student”), who has sought and received permission from Ursinus College to participate in the international program sponsored by ___________________________ (organization or institution) in ______________ 

_____________________ (country) for the period from ___________________ (departure date) to ____________________ (return date) (the “Program”) agrees to the following. 

To the maximum extent permitted by law, I release, hold harmless and agree to indemnify Ursinus, and its officers, governing board members, faculty, staff, representatives, employees and agents, from and against any present or future claims, losses, liabilities, costs and expenses for injury to person or property (including, but not limited to death), attorney’s fees or costs, or for any other damage, which I may suffer, or for which I or Student suffer, or for which Student may be liable to any other person, related to the Student’s participation in the Program (including periods in transit to or from the Student’s destination), resulting from any cause, including but not limited to negligence on the part of the Student or any of the released parties. 

I have read and understand the terms and conditions of the Student’s Assumption of Risk and General Release, attached hereto, and this Parent’s Waiver and General Release, and I agree and subscribe to them. My signature below also signifies that the Student has sufficient health, accident, disability, and hospitalization insurance to cover him/her during participation in the Program and that Ursinus College has no obligation to provide such insurance. 

___________________________________________ Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian

___________________________________________ Date 

Parent Full Name: _____________________________________________________________

Parent Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________
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